
to Bologna, Italy, and thence on its own wheels to Bucharest
under the care of Col. George de Tarnowsky of the American
army. The autochir consists of a roentgen-ray truck, an

electrogenic group with accessory parts, a heating plant, a
rolling machine-shop, an electric lighting plant, an operating
room with plate glass cabinets containing every known sur¬
gical instrument, ambulance trucks containing beds for
twenty patients, four ambulances capable of accommodating
six severely wounded or twelve slightly wounded men, tent
hospital trucks, an acetylene truck for lighting the hospital,
store-room trucks with large supplies of blankets, cots, sheets,
dressings and drugs. There is also a large truck which
contains sleeping rooms for physicians, nurses and interns.
Eighteen huge trucks resembling American moving vans con¬
stitute the complete hospital. It has moved up near the
Roumanian army, where it is functioning with speed and
efficiency.
Hospitals in Siberia.—Col. R. B. Teusler, Red Cross com¬

missioner to Siberia, has recently reported on the American
Red Cross hospitals in that country.-In response to the
dire need caused by the epidemics of typhus, cholera and
pneumonia, a new hospital was established at Irkutsk.-
There is a 100 bed hospital in Tchilyabinsk in the Ura!
Mountains, which was opened by the American Red Cross
and later became an important base hospital for the all-Rus-
sian government.-At Omsk, the capital of the Kolchak
government, a 1,000-bed hospital is being operated, and at
Petropavlovsk a typhus hospital was equipped and given to
the government.-There is a 200-bed hospital at Tomsk,
given to the government by the University Clinic and oper¬
ated by the Red Cross.-At the request of the mayor of
Novonikolaevsk, the Red Cross opened a hospital in the
Commercial Club of that city, which operated during the
typhus epidemic.-Important work in the extermination of
contagious diseases was done by the Red Cross workers at
Siberian railway stations. Delousing plants, disinfecting
apparatus and clothing dispensaries were conducted.-An
antityphus train traveled over more than 4,000 miles in
Siberia to stop the spread of typhus, and is now being
operated under direction of the same American Red Cross
workers on the Perm front. The expense of this train was
at first assumed by Allied sanitary commissions and was
managed by the American Red Cross, which now has assumed
the entire responsibility of the train.-At the request of
the Czecho-Slovak national council, work was started by the
Red Cross in eastern Siberia. A commission consisting of
twenty-five physicians and thirty-five nurses was sent at
once to that portion of the country. This group has since
been augmented, and a large staff is now at work among the
Siberian population.

LATIN AMERICA
Election of Officers.—The Medical Society of Valparaiso,

Chile, has elected the following officers : president, Dr. Vicente
Dagnino; vice president, Dr. Guillermo Munnich ; secretary,
Dr. Gastón Lachaise, and treasurer, Dr. Miguel Manriquez.
Child Hygiene in Peru.—Under the title "Asociación pro¬

tectora de la Infancia'' there has been formed at Lima, Per.u,
a child hygiene association. Its officers include the follow¬
ing : president, Dr. R. Neuhaus ; vice president, Dr. Oscar
Miró Quesada ; secretary, Dr. Carlos Enrique Paz Soldán,
and treasurer, Mr. Carlos D'Abreu Argote.
Anniversary of the Medical Society of Santiago de Chile.

—The Medical Society of Santiago, Chile, celebrated last
September the fiftieth anniversary of its foundation. In con¬
nection with: the celebration there was published a special
number of the Revista Médica àe Chile which is the organ
of the society. The officers of the society for the year 1920
are as follows: president, Dr. Germán Valenzuela B.; vice
president, Dr. Luis Vargas Salcedo; secretaries, Dr. Hugo
Lea Plaza and Dr. Eugenio Cienfuegos, and treasurer, Dr.
Juan D. Montenegro.
Typhus Fever in Chile.—According to a statement pub¬lished by the Department of Interior of Chile, there were

admitted to the hospitals at Santiago, Chile, from October,
1918, to June 30, 1919, 4,235 cases of typhus fever of which
852 died. During the first fifteen days of July there were
190 cases admitted with thirty-three deaths. During the
first six months of the year 1919 the general mortality at
Santiago was 9,993 exceeding by 2,249 the number of deaths
for the same period in 1918. This increase is due to the
present epidemic of typhus fever. The data collected by the
Department of Public Health show that the disease has been
endemic in Chile for the last thirty years.

CORRECTION
Error in Article on Extra-Uterine Pregnancy.\p=m-\In the

article by Dr. Alfred C. Beck, Brooklyn (The Journal, Sep-
tember 27, p. 963), the legends of Charts 2 and 3 are reversed.
That which appears under Chart 2 should accompany Chart 3,
and vice versa.

Government Services

Personnel of the Army Medical Corps
On Oct. 3, 1919, the Medical Corps contained 4,837 medical

officers, a decrease from the previous week of 459. The
Reserve Corps contained 3,509 officers. The total number of
officers discharged since the beginning of the war is 27,622.

MEDICAL OFFICERS, U. S. NAVY, RELIEVED

CALIFORNIA
Los Angeles—McDonald, T.
San Francisco—Goctesch, A.

Viau, B. H.

CONNECTICUT
Meriden—Healy, J. B.

KANSAS
Esbon—Campbell, F. B.

KENTUCKY
Auburn—Helm, J. B.

MAINE
Portland—Moulton, B. E.

MASSACHUSETTS
Hyde Park—Cullen, C. A.
Nantucket—Blue, J. J.
Worcester—Adams. W.

FROM ACTIVE DUTY
MINNESOTA

St. Paul—Benepe, L. M.
NEW IERSEY

Garfidd—Bleasby, C. B.
OHIO

Cleveland—Linden, T. E.
PENNSYLVANIA

Philadelphia—Conley, H: D.
Enion, G. A.
Shaar. C. M.
SOUTH CAROLINA

Charleston—Beach. M. W.
TEXAS

Gidding—Gates, C. S., Jr.
VIRGINIA

Norfolk—Hart, J. A.

RIO DE JANEIRO LETTER
Rio de Janeiro, Aug. 30, 1919.

Statistics of Influenza
The public health department recently published the full

statistics of the epidemic of influenza which swept over Rio
de Janeiro in October, 1918. That month, 11,458 deaths
occurred in Rio: 6,344 males and 5,144 females; 990 persons
from 0 to 1 year old; 752; from 1 to 2 years; 1,159 from 2
to 5 years; 877 from 5 to 15 years, and 7,473 over 15 years.
The average death rate was 369.61. The first cases occurred
in the beginning of the month, and by October 12, ten deaths
had been reported. The epidemic spread rapidly over the
city. Nine hundred and thirty deaths were registered ten
days later, after which date the death rate declined, 753 on
the 23d, 729 on the 24th, 621 on the 26th, etc., altogether 8,817
in twenty days. The epidemic was not considered past till
the middle of November. Up to the middle of November
there were still many deaths, after which time the epidemic
was considered extinct.

Brazilian Physician Honored with an Invitation by
the President of Bolivia

Dr. McDowell of Rio de Janeiro, whose works on beriberi,
yellow fever, hookworm disease, spirochetosis icterohemor-
rhagiae, etc., are well known in both domestic and foreign
medical circles, has received an invitation from the Bolivian
government to give a series of lectures on tropical diseases.

New Professor in the Medical School
Dr. Rocha Vaz was chosen professor in the medical school

in the place of the late Miguel Pereira. Thirteen members
of the congregation voted for him ; five for Dr. MacDowell ;
four for Dr. Clark, and one for Dr. Romeiro.

Rural Prophylaxis
The secretary of the interior has given instructions estab¬

lishing seventeen posts for the suburbs of Rio de Janeiro, in
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order to fight hookworm and malaria. All are under the
direction of a sanitary inspector, who in his turn is sub¬
ordinate to the head inspector. Once more we are obliged
to call attention to the fact that the director of public health
has no authority over this service.

Absence of Yellow Fever
Since the last letter, no new case of yellow fever has been

reported throughout Brazil.

Reorganization of the Public Health Department
The commission appointed to elaborate the sanitary code

has given its opinion in favor of creating the ministry of
health. If the government does not find it convenient to pass
such a bill at once, it proposes to establish the federal depart¬
ment of public health, consisting of four divisions : public
health service of the capital, maritime and fluvial sanitary
defense division, rural prophylaxis division, and public assis¬
tance and child welfare division. The president of the
department, as well as the heads of the four divisions, will be
appointed by the president of the republic, chosen among the
prominent members of the medical profession. The commis¬
sion suggested the organization of an advisory board con¬
sisting of the president of the department, the chiefs of the
different divisions, the professor of hygiene in the medical
school, the president of the National Academy of Medicine,
the director of the medical school, and the professor of
hygiene and sanitation in the school of engineers.

South American Trypanosomiasis
Carlos Chagas read an interesting paper in the National

Academy of Medicine, calling attention to some new develop¬
ments pertaining to the cardiac affection of the disease. A
great number of cardiograms were exhibited. Henrique
Aragäo read an important paper on the same subject in the
Sociedade de Medicina e Cirurgia. Aragäo is of the opinion
that many cases of other infectious diseases have been
registered under that name. He called attention to the fact
that the cases of Chagas disease with nervous symptoms,
endemic goiter and idiocy do not differ greatly from similar
ones discovered in other parts of the world. He proposed to
add the name of Oswaldo Cruz to that of Chagas, giving it
the joint name Cruz-Chagas, as he considers Oswaldo Cruz
the discoverer of Trypanosoma cruzi. He admits the possibil¬
ity that a filtrable virus is the cause of endemic goiter and
idiocy. Another important item mentioned is that in many
regions of southern Brazil and of the Argentine Republic
infected triatomas (the transmitters of the disease) have been
found in large quantities without one case of the disease
having been reported. He does not consider the infection as
an endemic of sufficient importance to be combated. Try¬
panosoma cruzi has not been found in more than forty cases
within the last ten years.
Vasconcellos stated at the next meeting of the society that

dementino Fraga and Gonçalo Muniz in Bahia, Carini in
Sao Paulo, Kraus, Maggio and Rosenbusch in Buenos Aires
had observed that in many regions of Brazil and in Argentina,
where infected triatomas were found, no case of Chagas dis¬
ease has been observed. He called attention to the fact that
since 1909, when the first case was verified, up to date, only
twenty-nine cases with Trypanosoma cruzi in peripheral blood
had been declared. Although Chagas affirms that Try¬
panosoma causes anemia, Ezequiel Dias, of the Oswaldo Cruz
Institute, found that male patients with Chagas disease have
5,725,000 erythrocytes, females 4,925,000, and children 5,027,000
in cubic millimeter.

MEXICO LETTER

Mexico, Sept. 28, 1919.
Legislative Matters

There will soon come up in congress for action the bill
for the enforcement of Article 4 of the constitution, relative
to the practice of professions. This bill requires, as expected,
that in order to practice law, medicine, obstetrics or phar-
macy in Mexico it is necessary to possess a degree granted
after passing an examination in certain studies either at the
National University or the universities of the different states.
Foreign degrees will have to be submitted for registration
when reciprocity has been established with the country in
which they were obtained, while, so far as other countries are
concerned, it will be necessary for the applicant to submit to
an examination. Persons who do not comply with these
requisites will be punished according to the provisions of

the criminal code, and finally no person will be authorized
to practice his profession unless he agrees to observe and
make others observe the provisions of the constitution of
1917. There are some who criticize this new bill; but despite
its defects, it should be approved as soon as possible to stop
the many abuses of quacks (foreigners in the majority) who
find their victims chiefly among the lower classes of the
population and who enrich themselves through their brazen
system of advertising and the boldness with which they prac¬
tice medicine when they hardly know its most elementary
principles.
Since the year 1857, when the constitution of the republic

was adopted, it has been impossible to obtain the enactment
of a law regulating the exercise of the different professions,
and as a consequence the whole country, and especially the
city of Mexico, has been a paradise for quacks and especially
medical quacks. As an instance we may mention the case
of an individual from Central America who came sometime
ago to this country, applied for examination at the school of
medicine, and failed to pass, but established his office shortly
afterward in one of the most central locations. Occasional
instances exist in which regular physicians are also prac-,
ticing quackery with good financial results ; but it does not
seem so easy to reach these cases through legislation.

Horse Meat and Donkey Meat
Because of the scarcity and the poor quality of the beef

now on sale or through eagerness to make money, some
people have been devoting themselves surreptitiously to the
slaughter of donkeys, mules and horses. As some of these
people have been caught and punished, they intend to ask
the board' of public health that they be allowed to open a
slaughterhouse exclusively for horses. The flesh of these
animals is not bad, and during hard times we have eaten it
here with full knowledge of its origin, and it is known that
there is in Havana a society of horsemeat eaters. I do not
know anything about the quality of donkey meat.

New Medical Journal
The central commission for the study of tabardillo (typhus

fever), which was created by a resolution of the medical
congress held here to discuss this disease, has begun to pub¬
lish a bulletin in which appear the most interesting articles
on this disease written abroad as well as observations by
physicians of this country. This publication is distributed
free of charge and can be obtained by writing to the editor,
Dr. José Terrés, 5/a. calle de Donceles, 115, Mexico.

Personal
Dr. Gregorio Mendizábal has requested to be excused

indefinitely from attending the sessions of the Academy, of
Medicine, of which he has been a member twenty-five years.
This society, in view of the high character of the applicant,
decided to make him an honorary member. The same physi¬
cian will celebrate, December next, the fiftieth anniversary
of his entering the profession ; and on that occasion his
numerous friends, pupils and sympathizers intend to show
him in some way the high appreciation they have for his
services.-Dr. Rafael Raygadas Vértiz, the surgeon, has
returned from Bern, Switzerland, where he went to represent
the Mexican Red Cross.

LONDON LETTER

London, Sept. 18, 1919.
Hydrogen Arsenid Poisoning in Submarines

In June, 1916, an outbreak of hydrogen arsenid poisoning
in two submarines was observed. Ratings in other sub-
marines before and since have been sometimes affected with
mild symptoms, which in view of the proof furnished in these
cases may well have been due to traces of this gas in the
atmosphere of the boats. The first suspicion of this poison-
ing being present was due to an examination of the blood
of three men who were sent to the laboratory of the Naval
Hospital, Chatham, for evidence of carbon monoxid poison-
ing. They were jaundiced, and this suggested a blood count,
which revealed profound anemia. A few days later, Haldane
recovered hydrogen arsenid from the battery gases of the
boat in question. The two submarines mentioned above did
voyages of from four to eight days' duration, and were sub-
merged an average of seventeen hours a day. In the first
voyage of each boat the symptoms were not so marked, and
the onset was generally delayed until the third or fourth day ;
and on returning to their base the crews were able to carry
on duty or proceed on leave. During the second trip the
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